F o141

culty of dsawing the line to afcertain who fhali be
deemed Britifh {ubje@:, without wounding the con-
ftitution, ftill remains; under this impreflion, there-
fore, we would rather erron the fide of indulgence,
though not merited, than violate our conftitution,
by throwing down thofe barricrs with which it has
wifely fecured the liberty and property of the fub-
je&. We are averle tfrom fetting a precedent in
order to reach perfong really criiminal, which may
hereafter be extended to the oppreflion of the inno-
cent; intemperate zeal and inzemperate refentments
have frequently given fatal ftabs to governmepts
as free as ours. We neced not remind you that
the rigour of law is often injuftice, and ywou are
100 well informed not to know that the rigour of the
Jaw of nations is much foftened in this very point by
the prefent ufage and praclice of the moft civilifed
European nations ; for the truth of this affertion we
appeal to Vattell, a late and cclebrated writer on the
Jaw of nations. As an independent and civilifed peo-
ple, would we not ratrer wifh to imicate the con-
dult of all the civilifed and enlightened nations of Eu-
sope, than that of the piratical flatesof Barbary ? The |
canfequences of {uch a feizure and confilcation mav be .
ferious and perplexing; a negotiation may pefiidly |
take place this winter, and peace foon enfue; it may, !
and probably will, be made a preliminary article of
the peace, that that very property which this bill is ;
ahaut to confilcate, fhall be fecured to the prefent !
owners in fuch a manner, that they may at leaft re-
ceive the full and real value thereof. 1f the efore it |
fhould at this time be confifcated and apylicd. our |
conft tuents muft be taxed, to repay the original pro- |
prietoss the full value of the lands and chattels focon-
fifcated and applied; and this, in our judgr{ncnt.
or:ms .



